
REQUEST FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
ELIGIBILITY

TO

Department of Veterans Affairs
Eligibility Center
P. O. Box 20729
Winston-Salem, NC  27120

 NOTE: Please read information on reverse before completing this form. If additional space is required, attach a separate sheet.
 1. FIRST-MIDDLE-LAST NAME OF VETERAN  2. DATE OF BIRTH  3. VETERAN’S DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO.

 (_ _ _)
4. ADDRESS OF VETERAN (No., street or rural route, city or P.O., State

     and ZIP Code)
5. MAIL CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY TO: (Complete ONLY if the Certificate is to be

     mailed to an address different from the one listed in Item 4)

OMB Approved No. 2900-0086
Respondent Burden: 15 minutes

6. MILITARY SERVICE DATA (ATTACH PROOF OF SERVICE - SEE PARAGRAPH "D" ON REVERSE)

VA FORM
JAN 2006 26-1880 SUPERSEDES VA FORM 26-1880, JAN 2005,

WHICH WILL NOT BE USED.

 11A. DATE CERTIFICATE ISSUED  11B. SIGNATURE OF VA AGENT

FOR VA USE ONLY

FEDERAL STATUTES PROVIDE SEVERE PENALTIES FOR FRAUD, INTENTIONAL MISREPRESENTATION, CRIMINAL
CONNIVANCE OR CONSPIRACY PURPOSED TO INFLUENCE THE ISSUANCE OF ANY GUARANTY OR INSURANCE BY THE
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

C. NAME (Show your name exactly as it appears
on your separation papers or Statement of Service)A. ITEM

B. PERIODS OF ACTIVE SERVICE

DATE FROM DATE TO

3.

4.

D. SOCIAL SECURITY
NUMBER

E. SERVICE
NUMBER (If different from

Social Security No.)

F. BRANCH OF 
SERVICE

 7A. WERE YOU DISCHARGED, RETIRED OR SEPARATED FROM SERVICE BECAUSE OF DISABILITY
       OR  DO YOU NOW HAVE  ANY SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITIES?

 7B. VA CLAIM FILE NUMBER

C-NO

8. PREVIOUS VA LOANS (Must answer N/A if no previous VA home loan. DO NOT LEAVE BLANK)
YES

I CERTIFY THAT the statements herein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
9. SIGNATURE OF VETERAN (Do NOT print)  10. DATE SIGNED

A. ITEM

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

B. TYPE
(Home, Refinance,

Manufactured Home,
or Direct)

C. ADDRESS OF PROPERTY
D. DATE

OF
    LOAN

E. DO YOU
STILL OWN

THE
PROPERTY?

(YES/NO)

F. DATE PROPERTY WAS
SOLD (Submit a copy of

HUD-1, Settlement
Statement, if available)

G. VA LOAN NUMBER
(If known)

(If "Yes," complete Item 7B)

1.

2.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR VA FORM 26-1880

PRIVACY ACT INFORMATION: VA will not discloseinformationcollectedon this form to any sourceother thanwhat hasbeenauthorizedunderthe
Privacy Act of 1974 or Title 38, Codeof FederalRegulations1.526 for regularuses(for example:authorizedreleaseof information to Congresswhen
requestedfor statisticalpurposes)identified in the VA systemof records,55VA26, Loan GuarantyHome,Condominiumand ManufacturedHome Loan
Applicant Records,SpeciallyAdaptedHousingApplicant Records,and VendeeLoan Applicant Records- VA, publishedin the FederalRegister. Your
obligation to respond is required in order to determine the veteran’s qualifications for a loan.

RESPONDENTBURDEN: This informationis neededto helpdeterminea veteran’squalificationsfor a VA guaranteedhomeloan. Title 38, USC,section
3702 authorizescollectionof this information. We estimatethatyou will needanaverageof 15 minutesto reviewtheinstructions,find theinformation,and
completethis form. VA cannotconductor sponsora collectionof informationunlessa valid OMB control numberis displayed. You arenot requiredto
respond to a collection of information if this number is not displayed. Valid OMB control numberscan be located on the OMB webpageat
http://www.whitehouse.gov/library/omb/VA.If desired,you cancall 1-800-827-1000andgive your commentsor askfor mailing informationon whereto
send your comments.

A.  Mail this completed form, along with proof of service, to the VA Eligibility Center at P.O. Box 20729, Winston-Salem, NC 27120.

B. Military Service Requirementsfor VA Loan Eligibility: (NOTE: Casesinvolving other than honorabledischargeswill usually require further
development by VA.  This is necessary to determine if the service was under other than dishonorable conditions.)   

1. WartimeService. If you servedanytimeduring World War II (September16, 1940 to July 25, 1947),KoreanConflict (June27, 1950to January31,
1955),or VietnamEra (August5, 1964to May 7, 1975)you musthaveservedat least90 dayson activeduty andhavebeendischargedor releasedunder
other than dishonorable conditions.  If you served less  than 90 days, you may be eligible if discharged because of service-connected disability.

2. PeacetimeService. If your servicefell entirely within oneof the following periods:July 26, 1947to June26, 1950,or February1, 1955to August4,
1964,you musthaveservedat least181 daysof continuousactiveduty andhavebeendischargedor releasedunderconditionsotherthandishonorable.If
you enteredserviceafter May 7, 1975but prior to September8, 1980(enlisted)or October17, 1981(officer) andcompletedyour servicebeforeAugust2,
1990, 181 days service is also required.  If you served less than 181 days, you may be eligible if discharged for a service-connected disability.

3. ServiceafterSeptember7, 1980(enlisted)or October16, 1981(officer) andprior to August2, 1990. If you wereseparatedfrom servicewhich began
after thesedates,you musthave:(a) Completed24 monthsof continuousactive duty for the full period (at least181 days)for which you werecalled or
orderedto activeduty, andbeendischargedor releasedunderconditionsotherthandishonorable;or (b) Completedat least181daysof activeduty andbeen
dischargedunderthe specificauthorityof 10 U.S.C.1173(hardshipdischarge)or 10 U.S.C.1171(early out discharge),or havebeendeterminedto havea
compensableservice-connecteddisability; or (c) Beendischargedwith less than181daysof servicefor a service-connecteddisability. Individualsmayalso
be eligible if they were releasedfrom active duty due to an involuntary reductionin force, certain medical conditions,or, in someinstancesfor the
convenience of the Government.

4. Gulf War. If you servedon activeduty during theGulf War (August2, 1990to a dateyet to bedetermined),you musthave:(a) Completed24 months
of continuousactiveduty or the full period(at least90 days)for which you werecalled or orderedto activeduty, andbeendischargedor releasedunder
conditionsother thandishonorable;or (b) Completedat least90 daysof active duty and beendischargedunderthe specific authority of 10 U.S.C.1173
(hardshipdischarge),or 10 U.S.C. 1171 (early out discharge),or havebeendeterminedto havea compensableservice-connecteddisability; or (c) Been
dischargedwith lessthan90 daysof servicefor a service-connecteddisability. Individualsmayalsobeeligible if theywerereleasedfrom activeduty dueto
an involuntary reduction in force, certain medical conditions, or, in some instances, for the convenience of the Government.

5. Active Duty ServicePersonnel.If you arenow on activeduty, you areeligible after havingservedon continuousactiveduty for at least181days(90
days during  the Persian Gulf War) unless discharged or separated from a previous qualifying  period of active duty service.

6. SelectedReserveRequirementsfor VA Loan Eligibility. If you arenot otherwiseeligible andyou havecompleteda total of 6 yearsin the Selected
Reservesor NationalGuard(memberof an activeunit, attendedrequiredweekenddrills and2-weekactiveduty training) and(a) Weredischargedwith an
honorabledischarge;or (b) Wereplacedon theretiredlist or (c) Weretransferredto theStandbyReserveor anelementof theReadyReserveotherthanthe
SelectedReserveafter servicecharacterizedashonorableservice;or (d) Continueto servein the SelectedReserve.Individualswho completedlessthan6
years may be eligible if discharged for a service-connected disability. 
C. Unmarriedsurvivingspousesof eligible veteransseekingdeterminationof basiceligibility for VA LoanGuarantybenefitsareNOT requiredto complete
this form, but are required to complete VA Form 26-1817, Request for Determination of Loan Guaranty Eligibility-Unmarried Surviving Spouse. 

D. Proof of Military Service
1. "Regular"Veterans.Attach to this requestyour mostrecentdischargeor separationpapersfrom activemilitary duty sinceSeptember16, 1940,which

showactiveduty datesandtype of discharge.If you wereseparatedafter January1, 1950,DD Form 214 mustbe submitted. If you wereseparatedafter
October1, 1979,and you receivedDD Form214,Certificateof Releaseor DischargeFromActive Duty, 1 July edition,VA mustbe furnishedCopy4 of
the form. You maysubmiteitheroriginal papersor legiblecopies. In addition,if you arenow on activeduty submita statementof servicesignedby, or by
directionof, theadjutant,personnelofficer, or commanderof your unit or higherheadquartersshowingdateof entryon your currentactiveduty periodand
thedurationof anytime lost. Any VeteransServicesRepresentativein thenearestDepartmentof VeteransAffairs office or centerwill assistyou in securing
necessary proof of military service.

2. SelectedReserves/NationalGuard. If you area dischargedmemberof the Army or Air ForceNationalGuardyou maysubmita NGB Form22,Report
of SeparationandRecordof Service,or NGB Form23, RetirementPointsAccounting,or it’s equivalent(this is similar to a retirementpointssummary). If
you area dischargedmemberof theSelectedReserveyou maysubmita copyof your latestannual point statementandevidenceof honorableservice. You
maysubmiteitheryour original papersor legiblecopies. Sincethereis no singleform usedby theReservesor NationalGuardsimilar to theDD Form214,
it is your responsibilityto furnish adequatedocumentationof at least6 yearsof honorableservice. In addition,if you arecurrentlyservingin the Selected
Reserveyou must submit a statementof servicesignedby, or by the direction of, the adjutant,personnelofficer or commanderof your unit or higher
headquarters showing the length of time that you have been a member of the unit.

VA FORM 26-1880, JAN 2006


